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Let anyone with ears to hear, listen! 
 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14 
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What does it mean? 
Have you ever had a question at school 
or at church or even with your family or friends, but 
you were too shy to ask it? Maybe you pretended you 
knew the answer. Maybe you changed the subject. 
Maybe you just kept quiet and kept it to yourself. 

Today’s Gospel reading is the parable of the sower. 
Jesus told a story about a man planting seeds. Some 
of the seeds fell in good places, and some didn’t. The 
ones that fell in the good places were the ones that 
grew to be big, healthy plants.  

Jesus told this story because He wanted people to learn something...not 
about gardening but about listening to the word of God. The seeds that 
fell in the good dirt were like people who hear the word of God and do it! 

We know what that parable meant, because we read about it in the Bible. But 
did you know that Jesus’s disciples didn’t know what it meant? They didn’t 
know why Jesus was telling them about planting seeds! Of course, they could 
have pretended they knew what it meant. They could have changed the subject. 
They could have just kept quiet. But instead the disciples asked Him, “What 
does this mean?” And then Jesus explained the whole story.  

So, let’s be like the disciples! We might have a question about something in the 
Bible, or about what goes on at church, or about what we believe as Orthodox 
Christians. Don’t be shy or embarrassed. Just ask, “What does this mean?”! 
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 What’s in the icon? 

Word search 

Can you find these 
words in the jum-
ble? 
 

Disciples 
Forest 
Gallus 
Gospel 
Holy 
Meaning 
Mission 
Parable 
Preach 
Sower 
Switzerland 
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Here is another icon of St. Gallus 
of Switzerland. Do you see what 
kind of animal he has at his feet?  

There is a story about St. Gallus 
that is like one you might have 
heard about St. Seraphim. Even 
the bears listened to these holy 
men! 

 

We celebrate St. Gallus on Wednesday, October 16th (OC: October 29th). 

© Alexandra Houck 2024 

Saint GalluS 
a SwiSS Saint 

 What do YOU know about Swit-
zerland? The rich chocolate? Fancy Swiss army 
knives? Excellent skiing in the Swiss Alps?  

Do you know how Switzerland became a Chris-
tian country? Long ago, in the 600’s, a monk 
named Gallus (or Gallen) came from Ireland to 
teach people about Christ. Most of the people 
there were pagan—they still worshipped idols.   

St. Gallus had a tough time there because the 
people did not want to believe at first. But 
once, he healed the daughter of a duke, and to thank him, the duke 
gave Gallus land to start a monastery. He built it on the shores of 
beautiful Lake Constance, and he lived there for many years.  

Lots of times, St. Gallus was asked to become a bishop, but he was 
such a humble man that he always refused. He didn’t want to have 
that kind of power and fame. (Of course, God has helped lots of holy 

men to be bishops though.) But St. 
Gallus became well-known whether 
he liked it or not. Many people knew 
about this holy man, even though he 
lived quietly in the forests of Switzer-
land. And now you know about him 
too! 

Lake Constance today, in Switzerland Lake Constance today, in Switzerland 


